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September 24, 2024 Thiess takes delivery of the 6000th Cat® D11 dozer, marks 
90-year collaboration 

When global mining services provider Thiess took delivery of the 6,000th Cat® D11 dozer at its Lake 
Vermont mining operations in Queensland, it marked a meaningful moment in Thiess’ 90-year 
association with Caterpillar. 

The 6,000th D11 dozer rolled off the production line at the Caterpillar factory in Peoria, Illinois, USA, 
last year with great fanfare. It was then shipped 15,000km to Queensland where Cat dealer, Hastings 
Deering, delivered the machine to Thiess in Australia’s Bowen Basin mining region. 

Thiess Executive Chair & CEO Michael Wright said: "Taking delivery of the 6,000th D11 dozer 
symbolises our enduring association with Cat, which goes back nine decades to 1934 when the 
fledging Thiess Bros business started with Caterpillar Model 15 and 22 tractors in their fleet. As the 
company grew and took on bigger and bigger projects, the brothers progressively upsized, acquiring 
a Caterpillar D4, D6 and then a D8 – the most powerful dozer at the time. 

“Today, we have 310 Cat dozers across our operations in seven countries, including six that are 
equipped with Cat® MineStarTM Command for dozing semi-autonomous tractor system (SATS). 
Last year, we signed a Global Agreement with Caterpillar that supports our ongoing collaboration on 
reliable and cost-effective mining solutions to enable enhanced fleet reliability, availability and 
productivity and collaborate on innovation and technology. 

“Our innovative and committed people, combined with the consistent performance of the Cat dozers, 
are a winning combination that has stood the test of time.” 

Hastings Deering CEO and Managing Director, Mark Scott said: "Thiess is a long-standing customer, 
and we are honoured to celebrate this milestone with them. The delivery of this new Caterpillar D11 
dozer reflects our enduring shared commitment to quality and efficiency. Hastings Deering is proud 
to support Thiess across Queensland and the Northern Territory to increase productivity, reduce 
costs and introduce new technology. We look forward to continuing our strong collaboration with 
Thiess." 

Denise Johnson, Caterpillar Resource Industries’ group president added: “Caterpillar values our 
decades-long relationship with Thiess. We’re happy to honor the company on taking delivery of this 
iconic dozer as well as the factory workers and team members who contributed to its build. Our 
closer-than-ever collaborations with companies like Thiess help them to grow their business, 
leverage the use of technology, and increase production efficiency and safety. With innovation at 
their core, the Thiess team have embraced automation technologies beyond SATS for their D11 
dozers to include Command for drilling, where they recently celebrated 1 million meters 
autonomously drilled using three Cat drills, and Command for hauling to boost truck productivity 
through autonomous haulage. We look forward to growing our relationship.” 
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Captions for attached photos: 

• Thiess1.jpg: A Thiess Bros employee on the company’s first D8 tractor in 1939 – Cat’s powerful 
machines enabled Thiess Bros to take on larger and more complex jobs 

• Thiess2.jpg: Thiess Project Manager Jeremy Taylor proudly stands alongside the 6,000th D11 
dozer at Thiess’ Lake Vermont mining operations 

• Thiess3.jpg: The 6,000th Cat D11 dozer at Thiess’ Lake Vermont mining operations, flying the 
Thiess 90th anniversary brandmark 

• Thiess4.jpg: Thiess representatives joined the Cat team to celebrate the milestone of 
manufacturing the 6,000th D11 dozer, at Cat’s factory in Peoria, USA  

• Thiess5.jpg: Thiess representatives, including Thiess Group Executive – Americas Darrell White 
(right), receiving the key to the 6,000th D11 dozer 

 

About Thiess  

Thiess partners with its clients to deliver sustainable solutions in open cut and underground mining in Australia, Asia 
and the Americas. Thiess operates across the mine life cycle from engineering, mine planning and development, asset 
management, extraction and haulage, and rehabilitation.  

Established in 1934, Thiess operates across diverse commodities, geologies, environments and cultures. As a global 
services provider, Thiess is uniquely placed to make a significant contribution to responsible, sustainable mining and a 
low-carbon future by working with its clients, suppliers and the industry to enable the global energy transition.  

Thiess.com  

About Hastings Deering (Australia) Ltd.    

Headquartered in Brisbane, Hastings Deering is the market leader in construction and mining equipment, having 
exclusive distribution rights for the sale and rental of Caterpillar heavy equipment, parts and service support in 
Queensland, the Northern Territory, Papua New Guinea, New Caledonia, and Solomon Islands. Employing 
approximately 3,000 people, Hastings Deering operates through a network of 23 business centres. 

HastingsDeering.com.au     

About Caterpillar 

Caterpillar Inc. is the world’s leading manufacturer of construction and mining equipment, off-highway diesel and 
natural gas engines, industrial gas turbines and diesel-electric locomotives. 

For nearly 100 years, Caterpillar have been helping customers build a better, more sustainable world and are 
committed and contributing to a reduced-carbon future. Caterpillar’s Innovative products and services, backed by a 
global dealer network, provide exceptional value that helps customers succeed. 

mailto:vlim@thiess.com
http://www.thiess.com/
http://www.hastingsdeering.com.au/
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Caterpillar does business on every continent, principally operating through three primary segments – Construction 
Industries, Resource Industries and Energy & Transportation – and providing financing and related services through 
Financial Products segment. 

Caterpillar.com  
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